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ENGINE-TERING = IN GTNZRAL

Ve offer cur sincere moologies for the S5-month delay since tha last
lesue of our Journal. OCur work echedule st ocur regular job has basn =80
beavy during this period that we have simply been unable t¢ spare any
time At all for our hobby. Howevear, wa Are now back on m 5-day work
wesk agaln and ars goling to 40 our best to make up for the long, long
Journal-lees interval - and in the immediats futurs, too.

Surprisingly, we have not had letters from as many of the meambars
during this time as wa might have supposed. We 41d recelve several let-
tars from sach of our regular correspondentsa, plus some from other mem—
bere ap well - but gquite a few collectors Just do not bother to writa
in to this Journal at all. We are inclined to wonder why.......

We are inclined to wonder about some other gquestions regarding our
Club. HNow that we have been "organized" for almost a year, where do wa
go from here? Have we any definite aims and purposes as a Club by now,
and if Bo, what are they? What are we doing toc further them? The Club
Conatitution definess the dutles and responslibilities of the Club Officers;
what :!‘:1]'!’-1;& dutles gnd responsibilities of the Memberas? Or are thers
any a

What kind of & Club are we trying to build for cursslves? Ie anyome
at all who collecta, or says he collects, model engines completely elipg-
ible 28 & Member? Or, sphould we relect the "medbership avolications” of
parsone belleved to be undesirable sdditicone to our group? I wa do,
ther what should be dene with a verson alresdy sdmitted to Membership
whosse athicsl standarde are later demonatrated to be deficient?

We have pondered over these questions through the past few monthe,
End have olarified ocur own feelinges about them. But cne person by ne
means constlitutes & Club; and although we know from thelr letters that
several other collectors ggree with our thinking, theess do not ineluds
A& majority of our members. Therefore, we want 1o know whare YOU atand
on these lesues. We want to know what YOU expect to gailn from belonging
tc thie group, and in turn, what can the GROUF expect to gain from your
meobership? How "exclusive" do you think this Club should ba? Shoul
W8 try to snlat jusat a8 many Members as we possibly can, hoping not to
g*t too many bad apnles in the barrel, or ehould we set up standards -
fuch &s our "Code of Ethics" = that a prospective Mambar must meat
bafore being admitted? Should we "discharge" a Member who vioclates ocur

Code"? If sec, should thia be done after a aingle offense, or should
he Te given two, or perhaps thres chances?

Wa are not going to sditorislize here aes to whaet we think are the
answars to the guestlons above. Ve know gqulte well how we parsonally
fesl about them, but we have no wish to try to influence the thinking
of tha membere in any way on matters of as graat imoortance to our Club
as thase seen to be. Vhat we need is YOUR homest answers to thass
questicns - YOUR feelings about our Club and its activitiea!l
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HEW3 OF OUR MTMEZRS

Don Bﬂ}ﬂt&, having finlshed hia atudles at college, 12 now in the
procanss o ing transferred hither and thither by his new employer.
Unti]l he gete located permanently, sddress mail to him at: 1834 Brame
Place, Toledo 13, Chio.

Mike Cook has moved to: 312 West T6th St., New York 23, Hew York.
Mike telle us that he is rastrieoting hila ¢ollectlon mainly to the years
1941-1950, with epecisal emphasis om motors of over .40 su- in. displace—
Bent. Mlke now hae about 40 sngines in hie collection.

Ha Roe informe ua that we made a considerable underatatement of
his collectlon in our lssue #3. Harry actually hee more than 490
engines, rather than 200 me wo misateskenly listed.

Faul Tometz ha2 secured new emnloyment lately! addrees mall to him as
Tollows: Fyt. Faul V. Tometz, U355617742, Commany "R, 34 Battalionm,
U.5.A-E.C.R., Fort Belvoir, Virginia. Paul is trying to remaln as active
in eollecting ea his circumatances will permit.

"NROCKS" AND "SHARPIR3"

In our first issue we promised that from time to time We would publish
& 118t of "Crooks" and "Sharpers" in the model englne collecting game.
Howaver, a8 has been pointed out to us, there is g legal problem involved
here. If, for examnle, We were to Aatate in print that Oswald Beanbagger
of Ocean View, Nebraska was dishonest in his dealings with modal angine
collectors, and if Mr. Beanbagger havoened to bagome aware of our making
this statement, we would then be fair game for a sult for 1ibsl which we
would atend no chance of winning - unless, of course, we could prove
cur allegation in a Court of Law.

We lnow perecnally of sevarsg]l dishonest firms and individuale in the
model engins line. But, 1T we had to prove a case at law agalnst mny of
them, we wWould be at a complete losa. By design or accident, theee per—
dons overate ln such a manner gs to make it almont impoasible to produce
any real, incontrovertible evidence against them.

For inetance, several montha ago a firm placed an "ad" in one of the
model magazinee, stating that they hed old model engines for sale. BHoth
Do Belote and Doug Wendt replied to this a4, and both received from the
firm m 1ist which included several engines in which they wers interested.
The liet stated prices, 3o Doug and Don esach malled in thair ordera, an—
closing payment: Doug by personal check, and Don by Foatal Money Order.

A long time passed by. No shipment fromw the firm arrived for either
Don or Dougi nor 41d they receive any word whatsoever about their orders.
Eventually, Dim went to the Post Office Inspectors gnd filed a commlaint.
Proof waa readlly established that Don's Money Order had been cashed by
the firm in questicn - Doug's check, too - 80 the Post Office Department
initiated an investipgation of the came. Thelr Tinal report to DOm wae
Rbout as followa: they had insufficlent avidence to conclusively prove
that Mail Fraud had been committed, and were therefore prevented from
taking any legal action.

You mee, Don had no way to prove that he had not received the merchan-
dige he ordered. Hie money order had baen cashed by the firm to which
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it had baen s=ent;: there was no gquesation about that. But how gould Don
demonatrate concluslvely that he hed not recseived what he had ordered
and paid for?d

AB we have atated, we have no wish 1o print anything herelin that
could involve us in & sult for libel. Om the other hand, nelther do we
intend to leave ocur members unprotected against these "Sharpera"”. Hence,
Wa wWlll dasoribe our peracnal method for avolding dilsappointment when
dealing with an unfamiliar source of model engines through the malils.

The mathod la extremely simple: ineist on eeeing what you are buying
BEFORE you pey for iti

Leat it be thought that one would miss out on & great many "good deals'
by taking this uncompromising stand, let us &xplaln that thls is not the
case at all; because, at the same time we are protecting our own interestt
in thes transaction, we take care to also protsct tha interasts of the
onnoslte party. We 4¢ this by stating our terms plainly to him, and more
or lasa aa follows!:

"I am definitely interesated in buying the model snaine you have for
eale. Howaver, since I cannct be abaclutely aertain that 1t is the ape-
cific model of the motor I am looking for, or exactly what conditiom it
is in, I would like to request the orivelege of actually seeing the motor
bafore sanding you my check.

"If you will aend the engine tc ms, insuring it when you mall it 8o
you will ba protected agalnst posalble losas, I wWill sither send you oy
check in full payoent within 5 days of recelving the motor, or I will
return it t¢ you aleng with & refund of your poétage and insurance oosts.

"You need have no fear of belng "swindled" if you send your motor to
ma on these terma. This slgned lettar 18 astually a legal contract that
binda mé to carry out my part of the bargain if you carry out yours.
Your insurance receéelipt will prove that you actually madse shipment ae
ragquestad, and if I ehould not 1ive up to the terms I have made in this
letter, all you need do ias take the letter and your lnsurancs regelpt to
your Postoaster and file a gomwclaint against me for Mall Fraud.

"I am a membar in sood standing of the Model Engine Collector's
Associatlion, and have done business in the past with the following pir-
sona, vhoss names and addresses I ax including as references: .......

It has besen cur own exverisnce that the great majorlty of model engling
"denls" carried out by mall are quite lsgitimate. There may poesibly be
diffarencens of cpinlen regarding the conditlion or complatensss of a motor,
but cut-and-out deceit is comparatively rare. So, eince most of the
peonla offering to sell old medel engines are honest, they have no ob-
Jection to the terms proncsed in the "sample letter” above. Why should
they? The provosals are absclutely atralghtforward and above-board.

Howsvar, should you receive a refusal to these terms, Oor no reply at
all,"do not bo dlomaysd. Conslder: 1T the prospectlive meller is not
Willing for you to see the merchandise he ie offering before you pay
hlm for it doubtlenss ha has an excellent ™MABON... .-«

To sum up: the alogan, "Investigate bafo you inveat" 18 & sound
precept to bear in mind - and not omly in ta eollecting of model motors:
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ADDITIONAL MEMBERS

Bob Arthur, 324 Carter 3t., Libertyville, Illinois. Bob ecolleats all
kinds of model enzines and now has aporoximately 100,

gordon Clskowsakl, 410 West Deway Awe., Blackwsll, Oklahome., Gordon ia
mainly interested in American-made ppark ignition and diesel engines,
and has over 150 in his gollection now.

John W. "Jack" DeFond, 3623 Alexander Ave., Cheyenns, Wyoming. Jack is
collecting all tyoes of model engines and his colleation numbers 150.

Alex Dukes, 583 Sherwood Road, NE, Atlanta 9, Georgiam. Alex is the
Watfonal Seoretary-Treasurer of the Naticnal Miniature Raging Car
Aspociatlon, and 18 collecting mainly MeCoy englnes, plue a few other
types. He has about 40 specimens in his collection as of now.

Eﬁl Hu;%nr, 32 Hackberry Lana, Houston 27, Texas. Ray owns a collsction
abou 0 englnes, moetly American spark 1lgnition types.

Johnny Johnson, 317 W. Alondra, Apt. 4, Compton, California. Johnny haa
n olzaplo collectlon, moatly of American engines, but we do not ¥now how
many as of thla writing.

Thomas T{Euﬁ“nﬁ' 901 E. 15th 8t., Little Roek, Arkanoas. Tom haa some-
re a angines now, all "vintage" American types.

Dick Sherman, 408 River Reoad, Tewkabury, Massachusetts, Dick collecta
anything old in the way of model engines, and has around 135.

orgs H. Schulz, 3022 Elle Drive, Elkhart, Indlana. George has a ool-
eotion of about 40 motors, with no partigular speclalty.

Ralph Siddepns, 215 W. Kingsbury, Snringfield, Misscurl. Ralph has 20
snglnas or a0 in his ccllection, and his maln interest 13 in large épark
ignition tyopen.

%E natall, 19741 Friar Street, Woodland Hills, California. Reg has
abou engines of all types in his collectlion now.

Gene Unbright, 1508 Palm St., St. Louisa 7, Missocurl. Gene's collection
conaista ng about 50 engines of pre-1950 typas, mostly American.

Glenn ‘I’_HJ;EH » 72 Drummond, Cineinatti 18, Ohlo. @lenn has a number of
“vlntagn types 1in hls ecollsction, but we do not kKnow hils pressnt total.

i&fﬂd an Wymersch, 1280 Shaw Place, Seaford, New York. Al is probably
t nlﬂg'ﬁ gld-timer" in modeling amomg us, having even had 2 of his

deslgns published in Frank Zalc's 1938 Model Aeronautics Yearbook. Ha
tock up model engine collecting Just ma couple ofyears ago and has about
65 motors of variocus varieties in his gollestion at pressnt.

TRICKS OF THE TRADE
In thim 1spue we will dimsuss waye of sclving a faw of the problama

of restoring old engines that have been requested by various mambars
during the past saveral montha.
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1. Sorews and Nuts: OCne of the most common problems that we are faced
with in restoring & motor to ita original factory condition 1s that of
chewed-up sgrew heade and round-cornered nuts. Although it le possible
to greatly improve the avpaarance of such items - provided they are not
to¢ badly damaged - by the use of a fine-toothed flle mnd emery paper,
the ¢mnly real solution to the oroblem 18 to replace the varts with new
oned. But often this is even more of a task tharn repalring all the rest
of the parts of the engine!

Model engine manufacturers, often noted for their shrewdnass in deslgn
and production techniques, are no less lngenlcua financially. So, 1t 1s
a rare model englne indesd that usea agrews in lengthe and thread slzes
that one can readily purchase at his neighborhood hardware store:. Yes
indesd, how much more profitable it ie for a motor maker Lo incorporats
5-40 X 17/64" long screws in hia products - which cannot be bought from
any hardware 8toere in the U.B.A. - and thereby assure himsell of a com=
fortable extra incoms from selling these screws as "genuine factory re-
olazement parte”: eay 10¢ each for sorews that cost him 70¢ par gross....

Here is the sclution we offer to thla situation., Obtaln the pnumbar
of screws you naed (we'll explain how in & moment) in the prover size,
nueber of threads per inch, and head style, and in a length longer than
is actually required. Then cut off the excess acrew length as FOLlOWE!:

{1} Run tw» nuts of the prover size onto the screw and adjust them &0 that
they are jammed tight together with the nut farthesat from the acrew haad
at sxactly the deslired length. For lnetance, ¥ you have & 4-40 X 1"
serew and wish to pake 1t into a 4-40 X 4" screw, thread two 4-40 nuts
onte 1t and tighten thex firmly ageinst each other sc that the end of the
cuter nut is exactly #" away from the shoulder of the head. Thils will of
course leave the other #" of the screw entirely cutalde the pair of nuts.

{2) Cut off the eXcers screvw lenath Tairly olose to the ocuter nut with
a palr of wire cutters or a "Zona Saw". (A "Zoma Saw" will cut metal up
o the hardness of mild ateal cleanly and very efficisntly. )

{3) Clamp the part of the screw with the nuta on it in a viss, with the
serow head downwerd and the surface of the cuter nut slightly above the
lavel of the vise Jawa. 'With a medium file, carefully file off the end
@f the screvw until it is level with the purface of the nut.

{4} Remove the aasembly from the wise and then remove the nuta from the
sarew. Any burre ¢r "hanging thresds" on the ecrew end can ¢aslly be
disposed of by lightly filing the end of the screw to a sllight beval.

It may appear from reading the above procedure that this 1a & slow and
time-oonauning proceas. It 1sn't. Once one gets into the "ewing" of
the method, it only requirea about one minute per Bcrew.

low for the Bolution to the "procurement” problem: Here in Los An-

Rales we are blessed by our proximity to one of the largest hardware
pupnly houses in the world, moat evary atyle and siza of screw ever
used in an American model engine is in stoek here, and 1t 1a possible for
us to open an account with this supplier. However, considering the al-
most infinlte number of posaible combinations of lengths, thread numbers,
sizes, head and alot styles which would be required to restora aAny motor
that ®ight need new screwe - plus the Tact that ona gross (144) any
one typs of acrew ia the minimum order we can place, orobably the best
way to proceed with the projJect of suoolying the acrevw and nut needs of
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cur Club Hambera would be as follows. If encugh Members eXpress lntaresat
in this pronomal within the next 30 deys, wa will then order one gross of
avary type of sorew sver used on an Aperlcan model motor. But, t¢ Keep our
inventory to & minimum, we will only obtaln sach type of screw 1n the lema-
st available length. Then when you need ecrews, slmply send us = list of
your requiredzents {on a Posl Zard, 80 wWe can Keep thls saparate from our
othar Club correapondence files). The flnanclal arrangements Will have to
be mads later: aoma screws ars as cheav as 3 for a menny: othere as much

am 5¢ aach. Fostage costs wWill of course be additional.

For your technical informatiom: only twe head styles have bssn used to
any extent on American model engines - the round head, which hae a hemi-
spherical head ending in m fairly sharo edge at the riz; and the filliater
head, whioh has a atrailght-sided head with a rounded top. Sorewdriver
Slota ara commoneat in two typoea: the stralght-mcrogsa slot, and the croase—
shaped "Phillips" slot, (Do not confuse this with tha fillister head,
which refers tc¢ the shape of the head only.} Aas for the size, or "number”
of the screw, 1f you have a micromater it is a simple matter to ldentlify
acrew sizas. The diameter (as measured over the threade) of varlous
American machine ascrevw "numbers" 12 as followa:

fl ¢ 0TS #3 : 088 ¥5 : .125 #8 1 .164
42 1 .OBG 44 1 .112 #5 : 138 #10 1 .190

The sorev¥ lencth 18 always measured frox the bettop of the head, exceot
with flat-he counteraunk) screws which are messured from the head top.

How, for the number of threads per inch: Oauges are of ccurss avallable
for identifying the threade of machined parte - wWe can probably eupply thes
to Members at about 34.00 each per set. However, wWa can mat aldmg qulte
wall without a gause when dealing with machine acrewa if we Just remambar
two simole fmcts about them: (1) Machine screws always have a number of
threads which 18 évenly divisible by &; 1.6 the atandard numbera of threads
oar inch on American screva ape: 32, 36, 40, 44, 48, 56, 64, T2, and 80.
{2) Machine sgreva are normally only made in two thread "piltches" for each
Bize: goarse and fine. Cxecent for #5 apd #B, the number of threads per
inch oh a Tine thread screw 18 exactly § more than on the acarse thresd
screw of the aama aize. A5 grl B porevs have 4 more threads per inoh
in thelr "fine" vitches than they do in “coarse™.

Keaping the above facts in mind, we can now ldentlfy any normal screw
that we may find in an American model engine. Flrat we "mlke" the Bcrew
to find its cutside thread diamster and hence its "number”. Then we place
an accurate Bcale alongside the sorew and count the number of threads in a
quartar inch. Multiply this numbar by & to get the "threade per inch" fig-
ure. Note: when counting threads, DO NOT count the thread from which you
start the " measurement; this is "zero" and the next thread 1s no. 1.

Teat the information we have glven above, to Decome used tO uslng 1t.
For inetance, the case scraws of a sideport Ohleeon 23 are 4-40 X 1#" long.
straight-slotted, Tillistor hesd, stsel screwe. The needle valwe body
threads are S-40, and the fixed timer voint has 3-48 threads. Make your
cwn Meapurements on these parts and ape If wWe are cOrrect....«-.

2. Removing Faint Prior To Repalnting: In a previous lasue we spoke of
using A sclvent Lo remove cld, damagad paint from engine parts before re-

finishlng them. Glenn Vest asks: "What solvent 40 you use to take the
paint off an Chleaon cylinder?”
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Since this also auvnlies to other varte of motors Which have a baked-
énadel finleh, we will atate that, to our knowledge, there i no coooon
eolwvent which will #aslly dilesdlve omint of this sort. The best method wa
have beasn Rble Lo deviss Tor vemoving & baked-enamal finlsh 1s to aoak the
part in AeroGlosa thinnar overnight, and then remove the paint with a wire
brush. A hand=-held wire brush, NOT a powar-driven onea!l

3. "Gunmetel” Finish o Stesel Cylinder Fins: Some englnes have steal cylin-
der g%nﬂ which have {(or did when new] e blus-black aurface color which ap-

peara to te part of the metal iteelf. This finiah ruata feirly easlly and

ls mleo eublect to damage from scratoches. In an earlier lesue we mentloned
the reatoration of thls sort of finlsh - referring to the jet black of the

"Black Oxide" or "Parkerizing" processes such as are ueed on the aylinders

of present model MgCoya. Ve etated that the restoration ¢f thie finish was
strictly & commercial orojlect, bayond the means of a homs workshop.

Bruce Underwood, howaver, has polnted out to us that many motora with
steel cylinder fina have a blue-black fin finish which is either a "haat
tint" or can be duplicated in thie feshion. We have done some experimenting
and can now report s slmple procedurs for refinishing the fins of such en-
gines as Ardena, K & B'as, early Veco's, Anderacn #4's; or any model motor
Which has ptesl cylinder fine originally cclored blue-black. For best
resulta, follow ocur method as precissly aa poaaible.

(A) Disassemble the engine and clean all parte thoroughly.

(B) Mount the cylinder on some type of rotary machine. A metal-cutting
lathe is idesgl, but other methods can be used if you don't have access to
a lathe. If you own a drill press, or even a 3" electris drill, then re-
place the head on tho oylinder, insart an OK glow plug, then tighten the
drill chuck firmly on the top of the plug. If the sngine has & hegd with
an offset plug, such as early K & B's, drive a husky wood screvw into the
end of a block of wood: cut off the screw head and chuck the screw shank
in the drill, and than uas the machine like a wood lathe t¢ turn the wood
block down to e VERY enug fit in the oylinder bore. The cylinder can than
ba forced ontd this "plug” and you are ready for the next step.

{C) Rotate the machine st ite hiphest spesed, then, using fine filaa, smery
¢loth, "wet-or-dry" paner, and "grocus cloth", smooth and polish all nicks,
Bcratches, rust, and rough aress from the gylinder. Do not short-gut this
operation! The batter the finish on the part before "coloring”, the better
the final Job will lcok. Polish the eylinder, particularly between the
fine, untl]l it 1s flavless and literally sleaming. 'Mhen this state 1s
reached, carefully remove al] "metal dust" and abrasive residue from the
Burface, using paper towels and soft cotton atring to gat between the Tina.

{D} With the part still rotating in the machine, SLOWLY heat the cylinder
with a blowtorch or & propene torch. Use the flame like a brush, swingliug
it back and forth across the vart s8¢ a8 to heat 1t as evenly aa posaible.
After a short time a color will begin to form on the ¢ylinder surface -
gﬂllﬂwllh at first, which uvon continued heating gradually darkens into a

gunmetal” hue. Keep thise color transition as even as possible over the
entire part by manimulating the torch. Speed 18 no objlect; with a eylin-
der havifig very thin and deep fina 1t i1a best to awply the flame intermit-
tently rather than centinuocusly, giving the part time to conduct the heat
uniformly throughout ite maes. Uhan the part arrives at ths blue-black
color we desire, STOF HEATING. Further heat will not deepen the color,
and may produce an unsgightly surface "agale". Allow the part to cool
thoroughly before touching it - & half-hour ia not too long. DO NOT cool
it by quenching 1t in water or oil: this may cause distortion.
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A SPECIAL OFF=R TO M.m.C.A. MEMBZRE

Johnny Johneon is the proud possessor of a machine for epbossing labale
en plagstic tape. He has kindly sent us r sample of hls work, and 1t 1s
extremely neat and professicnal-locking. The lettering is 5/32" high and
raissd about 1/32" above the taps surface. The tape itaelf ie adhesive-
backed and comes in several colors; the latters "break through" the color,
whioh 18 a surface coating, and thareby produces a white legsend on a color—
sd baskground. Becausa of the narrowness of the tape, only ¢ne line of
"type" ocan be printsd. Johnny offers to furnish nameplates for our model
anginea, conmisting of one or two words plus the dieplacemsnt, for 20¢ each
and he will send a free sanmvle to anyone requeeting ocne. Johnny promlees
prompt delivery on all orders; his address 18 llated in this lsous.

ENGINES AND PARTS AVAILABLE
"Bo" Possser: "Rocket"”, very good but lacke exhaust. 34,00 or will swap.

%g; ?tigli : Joo eent a 11st of motors available for sale, which came just
00 late for inslusion in issus AS. At thls date it 12 not certain juet
what may still be on hand. GSome of the motors Joe listed are: Forater 99'a
various Chlssona, Vivell 49, Brown, Arden 19, Forster 29, and a fevw glow
and dlessl esngines. Conditions varied from new to good but some missaing
Darts. Pricea were reasconable; write Joe if interested.

ord, 3829 W. 118 Place, Hawthorne, Calif. has mgny parts on hand for
Contestor (both modela), Air-O "Mighty Midget” and "Diesel™, and “Cobra".
He dces not have ANY cases. (Information courtesy of George Cooke and
Frank Estrada.)

Hank Bsll, o/o Ba 11 Manufacturing Co., P.0O. Box 262, Drayton Plalna, Mich.
hes NzW Ball .60's @ 3§15.00 emch, postpald. Gene Umbright sent ua this
naws, and asks that his naze b montlionad when writing Hank Ball.

Ray Heller: Ray has quite a few parts; mostly Ohlason plus some KeCoy, Ar-
an, & Buper Cyke parts. Ray will sell or swap.

Tomw Jones: 3 Ohleacn 60's, all good but miseing tank & nesdle assemblles;
Hadewsll 49 vary good, missing n.v. masembly; sandcast Dennymite, good less
tank; 2 McCoy 60'a, black case, both good & complete. Tom wanta swWaps only

Herb Keenar: Ohlsaen 23, Orwick 64, 1940 Ohleson 60, Euper Cyke "QGR" Twin
Flug, Hadswall 49, Dermymite; all good & complets, ©lus original "Misghty
Atom" good less fusl tank. These angines are avallable for trading only.

Harry Ros: Last Ostober Harry sent in a list of motore for sale, all at
TesBonADLe prices, We don't know what miaht be left of these: Sky Fury
049 & .OT4: OK 60; MeCoy 49 black case; Camercn .09 & .19 oarinei Atwood
chemp "H" eireular ports; Webra .09 & .15 dlesele; Minl)et; Rocket ; and

a Dalong. Most were from new to good condition, W 1th & few mi2sing a
pAPL Or two. Harry also has a few coples of “Model Gas Enagine Handbook" &
"Gad Model Alrpla ne Handbook" at 91.00 each.

%LE Pﬁg& has sevaral parts for '37 Mighty Midget alsc scme for the
ritish Me)esoc 45 including the timer assembly. Reg says any of theae
are free to any Member who NEEDS them; all Heg asks ls the postage costs.

Doug Wendt hee a series 20 MHoCoy 60 for trade, also a British ETA S dilesel.
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world ride Radic Q%trn%, Box 106, Birmingham, Mich. has HoCoy .09 diesele
FIT.9 Foratear B & 326.50; both are new, prices include postage;
this information courtesy of Gordon CleKowslkl.

ENGINES AND PARTS WANTED
Zach Allerten: needls valwve assenbly for OL Twin
"Bo" Boesser: "Bo" la coking for old dlesels of all kinds.
Gorden Clekowskl: Orwick 64; timers for Hornet & OF 29: n.v. assen. for Dronpe

Mike Cook: n.v. for Fox 59 rear rotary glow: n.v. for Ohlesson 29; RooKet
venturi-tank-too casting: Chleson &0 fusl tank

Joe D'Amlgo: MoCoy 60 timer casting: timera for Sky Chief & Merlin

Tim Dannelsa: Brown D cafe & n.v.: Fleetwind noving polnt: Kalpsr 019 tank
& reatalner cap; set of screws & needle for MeCoy 4% black case; 3ky Chilef
Limer, Super Cyke axhauat; Supsr Hurrloane tank & n.v. ASSE.; N.¥V. ABBST.
& O & R atyle timer assem, for Torpedo Spéclal

Tom Jones: Bantam vanturl and n.v. asssmbly
Herb Kesner: Soott "Thunderbird", eithsar model
neg Tunetell: Bantam timer aseembly & GHQ n.v. asssobly.

HO'7 NOT TO SWAP AN ENGINE

(Ordinarily, this ia a subjact that we would prefer 0 avold in theoe
pages. However, wa have had some sovecific reguests to give our ooiniona
hare on thisa rather delicats matter. It was pointsd out that this Journal
is the only polisy-sstting organ that ouy Club has, And ite cnmly meeting-
place; a0 that any aubject that affects the Zlub or 1ts mexbara in the pur-
Bult of our hobby 1s entitled to be brought to the attention of the membar—
ahip. We agree With thile wholsheartedly. However, we would llke to make
it clear that slthough the following sestion clearly apolies to some apscific
"deala" made or attempted within the nast few monthe, we are not writing
this in recriminatlon of anyone. What we hooe Lo accomplish here 18 to
throw a bright light upon & cértaln technique of "horsetrading" and to
ahow how and why 1t 18 meoat undeairabls for any of us to uee it.)

Lat's start out by supovoeing that your collestion 1s reatricted only to
engines wWith colored parts, »nd, although you have quite a few motors of
this type, there are atlll plenty of them you lock. Now, supnoss that one
day you recelve a letter from scmebody who hapoens to have an original For-
ater "Little Herculems" that he'd like to 2ell - say for about J10.00.

Although you are aware that thls old Forater has no colored parté what-
aver and therefors doss not fit into your collection at 4ll, 1t seams &
shame to let such & rare item 8lip by - eepecially at that $10.00 prige:

So, you mail ocut the sawbuck and scon the Foratar i1s yours. 35806 far, 80 good.

Well, now you've got yourself a rarity. dwhat to do with 1t? It dosan't
belong in your ecllection - 8o... how about swappling it to scomeone for
something you DO need? 1In fact, seeing as how it's so rare and all, Daybe
you could get two motore for 1t! Maybe THREE!! Say! Why don't you eilt
doWn and write a letter to avery cne of the M.E.C.A. members. Tell tham
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what you've got to ewap and ask everybody what they'd give you for it. In
fact, whils you're about it, mi~ht as well glve a few nuﬁgnntinna ag Lo
what you'd be willing to part with your "Little Hercules" Tor. AS an auc-
tioneer starts out by Bugeesting & minlmum bid (80 as not to waste tloe with
"pikers"}, you can give your votential "customers” an idea of what you feel
your rrre find cusht to bring., Let'a ses, moW.......

GFot a ?1h1n$ ™win? Or an Bdco Sky Devil? Or a Hi-Spaed or an Orwick
32 or a model "A" Baby CyKe?? How about a Blask Panther or a gold-head

O S0 or a Bluestreak 657 There are a few gugsestions! Now, don't be
sneaky about thia. Most of the M.T.7.4. guye wWrite to sach other anywayi
come right out and tell everyone you write to that you are shooning for the
bast deal ¥Ou can get. You want to keep this all hopeet and above-board,
don't you? Besidea, i1f sach collector knows that he's competing with sll
the othear guys for your Forster, this cught to really up the bldding: Gos.
Maybe you could even get FOUR of thoss motors we menticned!!.

You know now just what to say in your letters. Tell everyone that:
you have & "Little Hergules", like new, available for tradingi

you'd 1ike t0 mget about 3 of those enginea above for the Forster;
vou'rs sending similar lettera to all the other M.E.C.A. menbers; and
high bidder gats tha "Little Hercules',

o udl g
gl T g e

Thare. Send the letters off;: in a fow days the replise will atart to
come in. Then you eimply sort through the stack, opiek out the beat offer
r-d throw the rest away. HNext, you eend off the "L. H.", and then walt
for tha atuff for vour own collestion. Boy, oh boy, you ocught to rToally
make out a8 a result of this little deal, huh?

HO.

Now we'll tell you exactly What the results of a dea] like thisa will be.
First, you will met yourseif a trads on the Ferster, there's no gquestion
about thet. After all, with scoe 50 pexbers 1n the Club, at least 40 of
whom would be interssted in the "Little Heroulea", you're bourd to ?nt a
good awap from scmebody. BUT.: There are membara to whom you offered
your engine - and only cone of them got it. Uhat about the others???7?

Let's examine the reactione of one of the unsuccessful bldders: he wWan-
ted the Forster. He wanted it badly encugh that, although he did not have
any of the items you listed as being a desirable trade for your motor, he
scouted around and located a "Sky Devll" that he could buy for }25.00.

That was the only oné of your requested trade itemsa he could find. BStill,
he knew from your letter that he was bidding mgainst most, 1f not all, of
the other Club membera; sc he deaperately tried to think of something else
he could mdd to hia offer so ae to have a fighting chence to get the motor
you offered. Knowing (from your letter] that you only ceollect engines wWith
colored parts, he finelly decided to offer, in addition to the “Sky Devil",
a K & B RCA5 - which you might not have since it sells for 327.95. That
was the beet he could do: an offer that, if accepted, would coat him }a3.62
(4 he bought the K & B through the Club). That's a lot of cash to part
with for Just ¢ne model engine! But what cholce does he have? Either he
can just forget about making vou an offer at all, or he must make the mOBL
impreasive offer poasible to him, 8o as to have some chance of balng the
"high biddear".

Well, ae we know, he d41d not get the Forater. And he knows why: scma-
body else mades you an offer that he could not beat. I8 he going to be at
all haopy about thia? Multiply thie coll-sctor's reactions 1o your "auotion"
by 50, then compute your chances of getting the next Viking Twin that any
K.E.C.A. member turns ue. Or anv other apcine. for that AALLET.......
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Let's face soma facts about this hobby of curs, Flrst, there are not
now, snd nevar will be, enocush rare "ocolle~tors' items" for each and every
on®d of us to have sverything he wants in his collection. This 18 astually
the whole epsence of the game - the fact that the meoat desired apecimens
are hard to find. And yet, from time to time, these do turn up..-

Sagond, there 13 bound to be competition amonc ua for thess rare ltems.
It would be unnatural 1f there wasn't. PBut the word "competition" certaln-
ly does not imply a cut-throat, no~holdes-barred melee, each man pushing and
shoving and elbowing all others aside 80 he alone can grab off all the
prizes. No, "competition" doss not mean that at all. ©Our "Code of Ethlos”
degoribes a few of the restriotioma we are wllling to place on oursslves
in the pursult of our hobby - but by no msane doss it cover the entlre
range of oonduct that each of ua should live up to.

Conalder the AMA rulea. Ia there, anywhere in the rulebock, a regulation
vhich states that a peraon must not interfere with the flight of & compat-
itor's model by méans Of an B-gage shotgun? In the Marquis of Quesansbury
rulas, doas 1t say anything to spacgilfically prohibit cme contestant from
using a ochaln mace? Ridieculous puestions, aren't thay? Certainly. And
tha reascon that thay are soc abeurd 1a that we all realizs - without it
having to be axplicitly etated - that the whole idea of ocompetiticon 1ls to
make ths chancea ¢of each participant ss nearly equal as peoaslble. The epe-
aifiec Tulea apnlying to each particular form of coopatltion mearely covar
the detalls peoullar to that ¢me; the general regulaticona of sportsmanahin
and fair play go without saying.

Third, note that in the crevious paragraph we used the phrass "as nearly
@gqual map pofaible". Thie has a lot of meaning that apoclies to ua: Juat
as in boxing, where o contestant may be a bit heavier, or quicker, or
have a longsar reach than his oononent, 80 with us - acoe are haaviar in the
pocketbook than othera, some more prompt to take advantages of an offer,
aoma With many more "contaste" than others. Doeg thie sourd to0 obvious to
nead ptating? Perhaopa it 18; but we want to make this point as plainly ae
poaslble: 1T wWe are in fact competing actively agalnst one ancther in our
collecting, sach of us using hile persongl advantages strictly for hia own
galn alone, then what do we have & Club for?

If, on the other hand, thea whole idea of cur Asscciation 1 40 act an
an "eguallizer", to minimize the element of compestition betwaen us rather
than to intensify it, then LET'S PLAY THE GAME THAT WAY!

Hare 18 a good example of what we mean. The fact that "Howler" motors
woere Atill avallable from the manufacturer was known t0 saveral collectora
pefore wa heard about it here at the Jourmal. One of thesa was sufficlent-
1y well-to—-do that he could have peraonally bought out the remaining stock
of "Howlers" and then dA0led them out one at a time to tha rest of us in ex-
change for 1tems to fatten hles own collectlon. He 414 not do thils. In-
ptead, he wrote 1n to the Journmal, to give all the members the ghance to
buy thess engines. Another "gcollcctor” d1dn't see things quite this way.
Thils fellow acmarently didn't have the money to buy up the lot of motoers
{luckily for us!) but he took the next-best step and sent out leatters to
the other collestora he knew of, stating that he hed some "Howlers" avallabls
for trading, and what was he offered? (This second "ocoll=e:tor" becames 80
furicus with us for revealing his private "gold mine" in the Journal that
we have not heard a word from him 8ince. HNesdless to 8ay, he 18 NOT a
membar of our Club!)

All right, you say, this 18 all very fine when somebody locates s hun-
dred or 8¢ rare motoras. But vhat should be done in the "single-specimen”
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denl - one engine that everybody wanta?

We'll admit it, this is a 4ifficult quesation to answer. All we can 40
here is to sumgeet what seems best to us. "X" finde a rare snglne that he
does not need for his own collection, but which he can certainly trade wit)
somecne eleo for an item he doss want. Naturally, he wants to make & "good
deal” for hils rarlty; at the same time ha dosan't want to allenate anyone
with whom he might want to do business in the future. (I.e. ANY other mem-
ber!} It seems to us that he hae only two pospible methods of proceeding.
(1) He oan offer his enzine to one collector at & time until he diasposes of
it. In sc deoing, he must not offer t%i motor to A new "ocustomer" until he
and the last potential "trader” have definitely established that no deal
can be made between them. Also, although he should certainly etate what T
would conaider desirable as & trade for his rare engine, it would be de-
¢idedly unethisal to sugeeset any terms which are exorbitant. (2) He ocan
cparate on the "buddy" system with omne or more other colle:tors whoes in-
teroates complement hia, snd vhom he Enows he can trust absclutaly. Then,
if a "buddy” needs the rare englnée he has, but has nothing to evap for it
at the poment, it can still be esent to him immediately, in full confidence
that the "buddy” will repay in kind at his first opoortunity.

{wWould it, or would it not, be pleasant Lif each ons of us sould deal
with ANY other msmber on this latter basis, without a shadow of a reason
to Worry about being taken sdvantags of?)

MERCHANDISE AT WHOLESALE

As menticned in lasus #3, the arrangement for Membears to obtaln englnes
and other hobby merchandise at 1/3 off 1list price is now in effect. he
have haniled ssveral orders from various Club members ac far, snd are hapo
to be of service. However, we do have a few "flies in the ointment" to
contend with in this regard, and vwe are therefore making theas requests:

{1} Pleanse dc not order model Kite or other merchandise that comes in larg
packages unless you are prevared to walt for scme time for your shipment.
Model kite (aside from plastice!) are aomarently not geod snough pellers
for our supovlier Lo Weep a comtinucus stook on hard of every avallabls
1tem, and so pust often be "baok-ordered". Adeo, a flylng model kit 18 a
very difficult item to nackage securely snough to guarantes damags—fres
pasrags throusgh the U.S5, Mails. (We learned this the hard way during 7
¥ears in the model kit mamufacturing business.) Hence, sach time we have
to mall cut a modal Kit we aleso have to hand-make a sturdy box for it.
cometimes the ovacking welghs more than the kit, making for high postage.

{2) Do not order: Foreter angines (these are no longer sold through die-
tributors), or "custom" engines such as Dooling 61's or ball-bearing Fox
56's. We are slmply unable to cobtain theee 1tems at a discount - at least
for the present.

ABOUT THIS JOURNAL

In our issus #2 we ventured an estimate on the costs of printing amd
pailing this publication. Our "gueestimate" then was that we could fur-
nieh 12 issuee to each member at an average cost of §5.00 per “subscrip-
:;:n.i At this time, 1t does not avoear as 1f the money 1s goling o last

® long:
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Issus #5, with its "Index of American Model Engines", was squal in
pize to % conies of lasum A2.

Tesue #5 will include the "Indax of British Model Engines", and, Af we
pend two conies of thie "Index" to sash member ae wWe did with the American
"Index", 1t too will be the equivalent of 3 gcomies of ilseue #2.

Issue #5 will include "The Blue Book of American Hodel Engine Prices",
wvhich will ocontain all the items listed in the American "Index", plus the
pmisaslons and corrections that have basn brought to our attentlen. There
will alsc be more comprehensive identification data included on many motoras
and perhapes we can alec include original 118t prices (whare known) and
spoas-yeferences between "given" names of engines and the names of thelr
manufacturers where these differ {such as: SEY CHIEF (Bes Suparcraft) ).

In any event, this lsaue will also be about equal to 3 comies of the #2
issus of our Journal.

Therefors, 1t seems to us at the present writing that 1ssues #1 through
#5 will sxhaust cur "Journal Treasury”. Msmberse' coOmments on thie mituatlio
will ba greatly apnreclated.

This might be & good time to gently remind a very few of cur oembers
that thay have not yet contributed thelr sharse of the printing and malling
expansea of their Journal. If, by the time lssus #5 goes L0 press, we
have not heard something on this subject from them, we will be forced to
the conclualon that the Journal is not worth the paper, ink, and poatage
t¢c thess members, srd we wlll thenceforth not bother them with it.

THANKS

To Hugh Tuck for his welcome information on Canadian-bullt model motors
we had omitted from ocur "Index". (Canadiane are Americans too, you know!)

To Harry Roe and Alex Dukes for thelr detalled information on some of
the "racing-type" engines we omitted from our listing.

To Bruce Undamvocd and Tim Dannele for clearing up & few doubtful peints
in our "index.

To Zach Allerton and Don Belote for informing us of a few srrores that
crept Intc our "Index".

And to mlpoet all the meohbers, who have besen 80 patient during the
mornths that the Journal hee basn inactive.

IN THE NEXT ISSUE

{1) "The Index of BEritish Engimes".shall we inolude blanke for prices
in this, with a possible "British Blue Book" in mind?

{2) Brief biographies of some of our members.

{3) "The Lee 'Sidewinder'" - the story behind ones of America's most
unususl enzines. (Maybe we can include & ploture or tWo....)

{4) More "Tricks of the Trade" - send us your questions and requessts.



